JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

AUGUST 2013 REPORT ON PLANNING MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE JUNE REPORT PREPARED BY THE PLANNING CONVENOR

DATE: 25 AUGUST 2013

SESplan/Edinburgh Local Plan.

The 6 week period for representations on the City of Edinburgh Council’s Proposed Local Plan ended on 14 June. I submitted responses on behalf of JGCC relating to proposed development at Curriemuirend Park, Green Belts, Trees and Woodland, and Transport.
A deputation from the Community Council met the Convenor of the Planning Committee, Ian Perry, on 10 July to discuss what will happen next. All representations will be processed and published, probably by October 2013. They will be considered again by the Planning Committee, but not until after the finalisation of SESplan in summer 2014.  After this, the amended Plan will be submitted to the Scottish Government, together with all representations, and it will be examined by a Reporter appointed by the Scottish Government prior to its final publication.
The examination of SESplan by the Reporter for the Scottish Government is now complete, and his report has been approved by Scottish Ministers, subject to the production of supplementary guidance on housing allocations by June 2014. This will need to find sites for a further 11,000 houses in the SESplan area, of which about 4,000 will be in Edinburgh.
Developments in Balerno

David Wilson Homes have carried out a Pre-Application Consultation for a proposal to build about 300 houses at Cockburn Crescent/ Mansfield Road in Balerno. This site is in the Green Belt. An exhibition was held in Balerno on 28 February, and responses to the questionnaire were requested by 29 March. An application has now been submitted, and comments can be made until 30 August. A draft reply has been circulated. 
A further proposal for about 300 houses in Ravelrig Road was made in July. A public meeting will be held in Balerno Bowling Club on 3 October to display plans etc.
More Consultations.

The Scottish Government have issued for comment a draft of the 3rd National Planning Framework, to run from 2014, and associated draft Scottish Planning Policy guidance. Comments have to be made by 23 July 2013. I submitted comments on the housing section of the draft SPP, which looks at the calculation of housing supply figures.
Planning Applications received between 24 June 2013 and 25 August 2013:
13/02456/FUL 3 Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS Formation of new window at north elevation and removal of window to east elevation. Application validated 26/06/2013, granted 22/08/2013.

13/02469/FUL 574 - 576 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5EL This proposal is to change the use of an old butchers shop (Class 1) into an office (Class 4). Application validated 27/06/2013, granted 30/07/2013.
13/02672/TCO  24 Belmont Road Juniper Green EH14 5DY  Permission to remove 2 cypress trees and prune a laurel. Application validated 10/07/2013, no objection.

13/02958/FUL 64 Baberton Mains Way Edinburgh EH14 3HJ Proposed erection of a heated orangery to the rear of a domestic dwelling. Application validated 26/07/2013, comments by 26/08/2013. 

13/02988/FUL 8 Juniper Park Road Edinburgh EH14 5DX  Formation of dormers and balcony deck to existing roof space. Application validated 26/07/2013, comments by 30/08/2013.

13/03185/CLP 20 Belmont Road Juniper Green EH14 5DY Replace all 11 existing timber sash windows to the front and rear with double glazed timber sashes to match the originals. Application validated 13/08/2013, granted 21/08/2013.
Previous applications determined between 24 June 2013 and 25 August 2013:
13/01763/FUL 16, 18 Belmont Road Juniper Green EH14 5DY Formation of joint parking area and lowering of kerb to give access. Limited landscaping, paths, fences and tool bunker shed. Application validated 14/05/2013, mixed decision 14/06/2013.

13/01869/FUL 26 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DR Two single storey extensions to house. Application validated 21/05/2013, granted 01/07/2013.
13/01890/ADV  Juniper Green Primary School 1A Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS. Two No. 6m high flagpoles. 1No. 4 x 2m high aluminium composite sign mounted on 4 No. 5m posts. 2No. 2 x 1m high aluminium composite signs fixed back to railings. All signage within curtilage. Application validated 22/05/2013, granted 25/06/2013.
13/01949/FUL 8 Juniper Park Road Edinburgh EH14 5DX To replace all the windows in the property with timber double glazed equivalents. Application validated 29/05/2013, granted 22/07/2013.
13/02008/FUL 5 Viewfield Road Juniper Green EH14 5BE Proposed extension to front and rear of property. Application validated 05/06/2013, granted 02/08/2013.
Previous applications still not determined:
13/01525/FUL 1 Baberton Loan Edinburgh EH14 5DF Proposed conversion (change of use) of existing brick built disused warehouse facility to form 6 residential units utilising the existing building shell and profile. Application validated 30/04/2013, comments by 31/05/2013.

Progress on Major Planning Applications:

11/01641/FUL 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011 when a s.75 planning agreement was concluded.
11/01641/CON 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Demolition of club house building and all attached ancillary buildings - Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011.
Work on the new road and turning circle still not quite complete, and a pavement has been constructed round the turning circle. Final surfacing will be delayed until construction of the McCarthy & Stone development is finished in September 2013. Following demolition of the old Janitor’s house, discussions are continuing on the use of this site on the east side of the Village Hall for a community garden.. 

11/01914/CON & 11/01914/FUL Juniper Green Primary School 1A Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS. Private residential development comprising a total of 7 houses and 4 apartments.  Apartments and 3 mews houses to be located within the existing school building with partial demolition to the rear.  Existing outbuildings within old playground to be removed to accommodate new buildings to rear of site comprising 3 terraced townhouses, 1 detached house and associated garden ground and parking.  New vehicular and pedestrian entrance to be formed off Baberton Avenue. Application validated 13/06/2011, Consent granted 24/02/2012, and Listed Building consent for partial demolition granted 19/03/2012. A section 75 agreement covering this development will see contributions of £5000 to Safer Routes to School and £5000 to improvements to the bus stop at Baberton Avenue.

The Planning Department wrote to Historic Scotland on 17 February 2012 notifying their intention to give consent to partial demolition of the existing buildings. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland has been given access to the site for 3 months to record the building, structure and other items of interest. The stated reason for this is in order to safeguard the interests of archaeological heritage.

Construction work started on 24 October and is due to continue until the autumn of 2013. The city archaeologist is satisfied with the site and findings to date, and requires a watching brief during construction such that if there were any findings these could be recorded. The developer is aware of the requirements and will keep CEC advised as the site develops. 

Enforcement Cases:
13/00278/ECOU 574 - 576 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5EL Unauthorised Change of Use. Recorded 24/05/2013. Pending Consideration, but consent granted 30/07/2013.
13/00448/ENCOMP & 13/00449/ECOND. 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Recorded 29/07/2013. Pending Consideration. McCarthy & Stone development - Breach of approved landscaping/tree protection plan and deviation in height of development.

Other issues.

Following contact with the Post Office about the positioning of the pouch boxes at the junction of Baberton Avenue and Belmont Road, changes have now been made to the way deliveries are organised. This may well result in the relocation or removal of one or both of these boxes sometime in 2012 or 2013. I have still not heard anything further.

The redevelopment of the Veitch’s nursery site at 7 Lanark Road West (just outside our boundary) for affordable housing under existing planning consents dating from 2007 is now being undertaken by Link Scotland. Work started at the end of October 2011, and is now complete. 

Neil Ingram

Planning Convenor
